
 
Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 

Proposal for the update of the BSAP Received: 2020-02-27 

 
 

1 
 

 

Title 
Public awareness of potential impact of human activities on coastal ecosystems 

Submitted by: 
ACTION Project and associated HELCOM ACTION WP2.2 workshop 

 

Description of measure 
Many activities taking place in coastal areas at the local and private scales are simply behaviour or 

practical solutions that have been carried out without a broader understanding of their impacts (e.g. 

local dredging, dumping of that material, fishing). With increasing use of the coastal environment and 

expanding/increasing population, the aspect of public awareness is critical. Not only is it vital that the 

public are aware of the impact of their own actions, even at the local or small scale, but such awareness 

will be a significant factor in the acceptance and following of any other measure targeting activities and 

requiring behavioural changes. Awareness, for example, of the best available practices for dredging, any 

new requirements (if implemented), the impact of activities, habitats and species that are under 

pressure, or fish species that should preferentially be eaten (others not), would all provide a basis for 

local action and acceptance of new measures. Comprehending that small actions can support an 

improvement of status, and the larger knock-on effect of local action at the sub-regional/regional scale 

(especially for mobile species), can only be beneficial. 

Activity:  
Tourism and leisure activities (boating, beach use, water sports, etc.)  

Restructuring of seabed morphology (dredging, beach replenishment, sea-based deposit of dredged 

material) 

Pressure: 
Physical disturbance to seabed (temporary or reversible and recovers within 12 y) 

State: 
Seabed habitats 

Extent of impact: 
Local in most direct sense but with broader regional importance also. 

 

Effectiveness of measure 
 

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
 

Feasibility: 

Follow-up of measure: 
The overall impacts could be encapsulated with existing (under development) assessments. 

Background material: 
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